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Abstract 

What kinds of challenges do long-term issues such as climate change pose for democratic political systems? First, there 

is a demos boundary problem: How can we include in present decision-making people who do not yet exist? Second, if 

we can find democratically robust ways of including future generations, how can we know what their interests might 

be? And third, if we could solve these problems, what incentives do those of us who are living now have to consider the 

interests of those with no present voice or power? Recent democratic theory can clarify these challenges. With respect 

to boundaries, we should be using the all affected principle of inclusion combined with temporal representation. With 

respect to knowledge of future interests, we should maintain conditions of social justice for future generations. With 

respect to incentives, people are naturally historical in their outlooks. To close the gap between these existential 

incentives and the future, we need trustworthy institutions that can bind time and generate future capacities. 
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